
AIVL Position Statement

‘Support.  Don’t Punish’ Day 2023

Abol ish the death penalty and remove mandatory minimum sentences for
drug offences;
Empower PWUD to lead the development and implementat ion of  laws,
pol icies and programs that concern drug use;
Provide adequate funding to organisat ions that  offer  evidence-based
harm reduction and other services for  PWUD;
Empower PWUD to have agency and choice in making their  own decisions
about what services they want to access,  i f  any;  and 
El iminate st igma against  drug use and PWUD.

AIVL whol ly  endorses the Support .  Don’t  Punish.  Global  Day of  Act ion on the
26th of  June.  The theme for  2023 is ‘Reclaiming people power for
sustainable alternat ives to the ‘war on drugs. ’

Support .  Don’t  Punish.  is  a global  grassroots campaign that cal ls  for
jur isdict ions to implement drug pol icy that  pr ior i t ises the health and
wel lbeing outcomes of people who use drugs (PWUD) and end cruel
sanctions that  target the PWUD community.  

On this Global  Day of  Act ion,  AIVL cal ls  for  Austral ia and governments
across the Asia Pacif ic to abandon laws that st igmatise,  target and harm
PWUD. Researchers,  law enforcement experts and community advocates
across the world consistent ly  demonstrate how drug law reform and
implementing effect ive peer- led harm reduction services including non-
medical  drug consumption rooms and drug checking services would save
l ives and fort i fy  the region’s publ ic health response against  communicable
and non-communicable diseases.  Regardless,  many countr ies including
Austral ia are lagging behind the evidence,  whi le many in the Asia Pacif ic
continue to penal ise drug-related act iv i t ies with draconian sanctions.
Thai land,  Singapore,  Vietnam, China,  Indonesia,  the Phi l ippines and Malaysia
maintain the death penalty for  certain drug offences.  These punit ive laws
entrench and increase harms associated with drugs,  create barr iers to
service access,  disempower PWUD from advocacy,  and freeze health pol icy
innovation.

This year on ‘Support .  Don’t  Punish’  day,  AIVL cal ls  for  Austral ia and
governments across our region to:  
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AIVL cal ls  on Austral ia to support  the Global  Day of  Act ion and advocate for
better  measures to strengthen health equity for  PWUD in Austral ia and in the
Asia Pacif ic.  Austral ia should implement best-pract ice drug pol icy ,  including
the legal isat ion of  drug use,  and empower PWUD to lead the community in
how we respond to drugs.  More information about opportunit ies for
legislat ive change in Austral ia can be found here.

This Global  Day of  Act ion serves as a reminder that  effect ive drug pol icy and
services enable communit ies to be safe and healthy.  PWUD are ready to lead
the development and implementat ion of  pol icy in Austral ia ,  the Asia Pacif ic
and beyond.  AIVL looks forward to working with governments and other
partners to safeguard the health and wel lbeing of  the PWUD community as
wel l  as the general  publ ic.   
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